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machines, which will be more and more autonomous. We should
take heed of the fictional examples ranging from I, Robot to
Transformers, and ensure that even while we cannot guarantee that
we engineer good into our machines, we engineer them as well as
Optimus Prime and Bumblebee.
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Freedom Is the Right of
All Sentient Beings

GEOFFREY ALLAN PLAUCHE

The Transformers television series and toys were, as far as I can
remember, my first encounter with science fiction. In Transformers,
the human characters are confronted with the reality of an alien
robotic civilization. The 1986 movie, which serves as a bridge
between Seasons Two and Three of the series, was set in 2005 and
the 2007 live-action movie was set in the present-day.

We viewers are ourselves confronted with the possibility of
encountering an alien civilization based on artificial intelligences.
Consider the vast interstellar distances that members of an alien
civilization would have to travel to meet us. Consider also the rel-
ative slowness and the rigors of space travel. Any alien civiliza-
tion we meet is likely to be very advanced scientifically and
technologically. Unless they find a way to bend, break, or cir-
cumvent the limit that the speed of light places on space travel,
we might be more likely to encounter artificial intelligences cre-
ated by another biological species or beings who have traded bio-
logical life for artificial life.

What might such beings be like? We take it for granted that
human beings are capable of being moral and that they should be.
But will an alien robatic civilization develop or have any need for
morality? If so, what kind of moral code might they have? Is it pos-
sible for our two or more species to live beside one another in
peace, to co-operate and trade with one another rather than to
make war and subjugate or destroy one another? If such alien arti-
ficial intelligences were superior to us in every way, what benefit
could they possibly derive from associating with us? Why not
ignore us, or enslave us, or destroy us instead?
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